
CCoonntteenntt

List of authors 7

Juris Urtāns Introduction 9

Address by Anna Jurkāne, 
Director of Turaida Museum Reserve, 
to the conference participants 12

Tiina Äikäs (Finland) What makes a stone sieidi, or how
to recognize a holy place? 14

Laimute Balode (Latvia/Finland) The roots ‘God’ and ‘Holy’ 
in Latvian Toponymy 25

Jānis Cepītis, The connection of mythological 
Lilija Jakubenoka (Latvia) stones to deities of the earth and 

lower world, and their place 
in the sacred landscape 34

Jānis Cepītis, Lilija Jakubenoka, The history of research on Latvian
Juris Urtāns (Latvia) cup-marked stones 56

Tõnno Jonuks (Estonia) An archaeology of holy places: 
can we find ‘forgotten’ sacred sites? 78

Andrzej Kuczkowski (Poland) Space, time and function. 
Góra Chełmska near Koszalin 
in the Middle Ages 89

Juha Ruohonen (Finland) Giant, devil or death? 
The Finnish Koljo in mythology, 
toponyms, folklore and archaeology 101



Leszek P. Słupecki (Poland) Holy groves in Germanic and 
Slavic beliefs 116

Elena Tianina (Russia) Inhabitants of the Holy River  
of Novgorod: the Volkhov in the 
Historic, Cultural and Mythological 
Tradition of Medieval Novgorod 122

Vykintas Vaitkevičius (Lithuania) Mythological, holy or cult places? 132

Christer Westerdahl (Norway) Microcosms and borders – on centrality
and linearity in connection with holy 
or sacred places 142

Edvard Zaikouski (Belarus) How many Radogoščes were there, 
or the most popular types 
of Slavonic sanctuarles 168

6


